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Aviation News... 

 
 

 

The 2013 year was a very busy year with several thousands of visitors coming through the 
museum.  We had groups visit from the Pacific and Inland Northwest in additional to 
scheduled group visits from the Ride Idaho Bicycle Club, United Flying Octogenarians (UFO’s), 
Tour Busses, Car Clubs, Senior Retirement Centers, Church Organizations, Boy Scouts, 
Afterschool Programs & Day Cares, homeschooled and public school groups and these are just 
a few! In addition to the scheduled groups many of the visitors visited us from all over the 
world including Austria, France, Germany, Africa, New Zealand, Japan and Canada.  
 
The big event this summer was, the “Out of This World” fundraiser, supporting the museum 
mission on Saturday, August 17th. The event was a fundraiser to support different programs at 
the museum (such as educational summer camps, memorabilia preservation and aircraft 
restoration). The event was a huge success, thanks to more than 200 attendees who had the 
pleasure of listening to three astronauts: John Phillips, Barbara Morgan and John Herrington. 
The former NASA astronauts shared their personal experiences and amazing stories while 
living in space and helping to build the International Space Station (ISS) while guests enjoyed 
a sit down four course meal that was catered by the Floating Restaurant (Hope, Idaho) and at 
the closure of the evening, when people walked outside, they could see the International 
Space Station (I.S.S) flying over – what perfect timing!  
 
NOTE***  The MUSEUM is open! Bring your family and friends by for a visit as we are open 
Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm. We hope to see you soon.  

 

New for the Spring 2014 trimester, the FMBCS has introduced a new elective class to their high school students called, “An Introduction 
to Aviation”. In this class, the students learn basic ground school knowledge, listening to speakers give presentations on careers with the 
aviation industry and are even able to go up for flights.  Please contact the school for additional information on this program. 
 
“The Mission of Forrest M. Bird Charter School, a public school, is to create a community of learners equipped with two kinds of literacy.  
The ability to read, write, speak and calculate with clarity and precision incorporating technology as appropriate.  The school is targeted 
towards science, technology, engineering and mat. The school provides each student with at least one positive adult mentor/advocate to 
support student success. Facilitate a positive and safe community culture by fostering accountability through high behavioral standards 
and academic success through integration and project-based learning. Focus on student-family-teacher relationships and encourage 
individuality within our community. Work in collaborative relationships within and outside of the school and serve the greater 
community.  Actively encourage creativity and fun within our school. For additional information on the Forrest M. Bird Charter School, 
please visit www.forrestbirdcharterschool.org 

Forrest M. Bird Charter School Flight Program… 

 

“The Bird Aviation Museum and Invention Center strives to 
educate visitors about the historic contributions of aviators 
and innovators who have helped create modern technology, 
and celebrate these individuals who have forever changed the 
way we live. It only takes one person to change the world." 

 

Mailing Address: Post Office Box 817 

Sandpoint, Idaho  83864 
---------------------------------------------- 

Physical Address: 325 Bird Ranch Road 

Sagle, Idaho  83860 
---------------------------------------------- 

Tele. 208-255-4321 Fax 208-255-7630 

www.birdaviationmuseum.com 

 

 

B. A. M. I. C. 

http://www.forrestbirdcharterschool.org/


 

  

PHOTO GALLERY OF EVENTS 
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Ride Idaho… 

 
 

 

B. A. M. I. C. 

If you have taken photos of any events that 

have been held at the Bird Aviation 

Museum, please email them to 

events@birdaviationmuseum.com 

---------------------------------------------- 

Please check out our calendar of events 

(last page) for upcoming activities.  
 

 

Out of This World… 

Presentation of History by Christelle Zuccolotto… 

Volunteer Halloween Party… 



 

  

On Feb. 21, leaders representing every aspect of the U.S. aviation community gathered for a gala at Paramount Pictures 
Studios in Hollywood, Calif., to honor famed aviator and aviation legend R.A. "Bob" Hoover. The tribute played out before 
more than 470 attendees and included a red carpet reception, speeches and honoraria, dinner, and the premier showing 
of Perfecting Flight, a film by aviation documentary film maker Daniel H. Birman that provided glimpses into Hoover's 
career. 
 

The Friday night event was the third in three. The first event, the Hoover's Heroes dinner, announced the first inductees 
into the Bob Hoover Hall of Honor. This inaugural class includes Hoover, Neil Armstrong, John Leland "Lee" Atwood, Burt 
Rutan, Dick Rutan, Drury Wood Jr., Capt. Eugene Cernan, James H. "Jimmy" Doolittle, and Jacqueline "Jackie" Cochran. The 
hall serves to recognize what these individuals have done and how they did it in hopes that their example will inspire 
future generations. The hall will be housed at Embry Riddle Aeronautical University's Florida campus. 
 

Earlier Friday, during lunch with Hoover and friends, students from nine aviation college and high schools from as far away 
as Florida ate and later asked questions and heard stories about Hoover's storied aviation career. Cernan delivered closing 
remarks by summarizing Hoover's spirit when he told the audience to always, "Shoot [for] the moon-even if you miss, 
you'll land among the stars." The evening ended with a hats-off salute to Hoover in recognition of his trademark Panama 
hat. 
 

Hoover, who started flying at age 16 and has been cited by no less an authority than Doolittle as "the best stick-and-
rudder man I have ever seen," told the audience he was largely self-taught, although he was inspired by barnstormer and 
aviation legend Roscoe Turner as a youth. 
 

Plagued by airsickness when he first started flying, Hoover traded seats with another serviceman to get into a fighter 
cockpit and flew 38 missions before being shot down. He spent 18 months in a German Prisoner of War camp before 
escaping by stealing and flying a German FW-190 to Holland.Hoover became a military test pilot in the early years of jet 
engines and was there on Muroc Dry Lake with Chuck Yeager when Yeager flew faster than the speed of sound in 1947. 
Hoover continued to use his flying skills as a test pilot and later as an airshow pilot for North American and inspired many 
a young person to pursue an aviation career. 
 

The evening tribute was hosted by Tom Poberezny, Mike Herman, and Ron Fagen. The evening began with the 
Presentation of the Colors by the U.S. Marine Corp Color Guard from Marine Corps Air Station Miramar and the singing of 
the National Anthem by country music star Dierks Bentley. Speakers such as U.S. Air Force General Lloyd "Fig" Newton, 
Harrison Ford, Sean D. Tucker, and Herb Kelleher spoke eloquently of Hoover's unswerving willingness to pass on 
knowledge learned during his many years flying and willingness to mentor other aviators. Tucker, one of the most famous 
airshow pilots in the world said, "Without Bob Hoover's friendship and mentorship I wouldn't be alive. He never weakened 
in his commitment to excellence." 
 
 

 

Flying the Feathered Edge 
Famous Aviator 

R.A. “Bob” Hoover 
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2014 

Founder’s Note 

Hello,   

 

We are definitely glad that 2014 is upon 

us.  2013 has been a trying year with 

Forrest's major spinal surgery but he is 

doing great.  We are in Palm Springs, 

one story older home he built in 1952 

within walking distance to town, movies 

and of course the airport.  The weather 

here is easier for him to maneuver and he 

is doing much much better.   

 

We both look forward to seeing you in 

May and the museum visitors.  We learn 

so much from their stories, lives, ideas 

and inspirations.  Whow!!!  

 

We are grateful each and every day for 

the docents who give of their time and 

talents to make the museum possible.  

Spring is around the corner and we are 

gearing up for another exciting season.  

The museum has been busy with guest 

from all over the world stopping in 

regarding of wind, rain, snow, etc....   

 

We wish you a Happy St. Patrick's Day.  

 

Sincerely,  

Pam and Forrest Bird 

VOLUNTEER BIRTHDAY DATES REQUEST 

      Birthdays are special to us here at the museum and we would like to celebrate your birthday too.  

Please email us (events@birdaviationmuseum.com) your birth date information so we can add you to our celebration 

calendar. We always wish you a very happy and wonderful birthday and hope that you stop by on your special day so we 

can celebrate with YOU. Thank you in advance for getting the information to us   

 

 

Fellow Museum Volunteers, 
Another summer season, our seventh, is now in the rear view 
mirror. Without a major event this summer, thousands of 
visitors signed the guest book through the end of September.  
Thanks to our dedicated, hardworking volunteer force each 
guest was provided with a memorable experience.  2013 saw 
the introduction of the first Museum Artifact Book covering the 
Main Hall collection - thanks for your comments on this First 
Edition.  A special shout out goes to Buzz Sherman for his help in 
compiling data.   Artifact books for the Imagination Room, the 
Upstairs Ventilator Collection and the FMB Hangar Collection 
will be in work over the winter.  The Main Hall book will also be 
updated with new data. Also, our newest volunteer is our 
museum founder, Dr. Forrest Bird.  His presence most summer 
days has been a great addition to the force.   -Paul 

A note from the museum director, 

Rachel Schwam 

 

 Thank you to all of our outstanding volunteers who step up 

to the plate for any challenge! Each of you donate a talent, 

have your favorite area of expertise and with your 

knowledge you are able to provide the museum visitors 

with a welcoming approach to learning about history, 

aviation and innovation. 

 

In addition to the museum volunteers, thank you to my 

amazing team who are always there when you need them 

(you know who you are). When I am away, you have all 

stepped up to the plate to get whatever it is --- completed 

and done. Thank YOU! 

 

I would also like to announce the newest members of the  

Bird Museum family and they are:  

 

Wizard (Labrador Retriever) & Rutan (Abyssinian cat) 

mailto:events@birdaviationmuseum.com


  

     

Jon Proctor was raised in an aviation family; his father and one brother 

were career airline pilots. He combined his love of the industry with writing 

and, in the mid-1970s, completing a research project on the Convair 880 

and 990 jets for the American Aviation Historical Society that was 

published in 1976. Following a 27-year career with Trans World Airlines, 

Jon began writing in earnest and joined World Transport Press as Senior 

Editor for Airliners – The World’s Airline Magazine, later becoming 

Editor-In-Chief. As the editor of the Great Airliners Series, he wrote the 

first volume, Convair 880/990, and Volume Seven, Boeing 720. His latest 

effort is a co-authored book entitled From Props to Jets - Commercial 

Aviation’s Transition to the Jet Age 1952-1962, which will be released in 

May of this year.  National Public Radio, Dublin Public Radio in Ireland 

and several local radio stations in the United States have interviewed Jon. 

He has given lectures at the National Air & Space Museum, Seattle’s 

Museum of Flight, Flight Path Learning Center and Museum at Los 

Angeles Airport, chapters of the American Aviation Historical Society and 

other aviation groups. An avid reader and walker, Jon’s hobbies include 

photography and American history. He is also the TWA DCS Alumni 

Association secretary and webmaster (www.twdsc.org). A native of 

Chicago, he retired in 2005 and resides in Sandpoint, Idaho. 

 

 Volunteer 
 

Please help us welcome 

two of our newest volunteers… 

 
Carolyn Nyberg & Monica Hoffman 

 

Thank you for donating your time to the 

museum and sharing your wonderful stories to 

the visitor.  We hope that you enjoy your 

experience at the museum. 

 

We all look forward to getting to 

know you better and welcome to 

the Bird Museum family. 

 

 Farwell to George Herbert Perks 
 

A museum fan, friend of the Bird family and an 

amazing photographer, George Perks has flown 

west. 

 

It is with a heavy heart that I am letting you know 

that on January 15, 2014, George Perks, has taken 

his final flight after a battle with cancer. George 

leaves behind his wife Kathy and adult sons, Brian 

and Steven.  

 

George had over 4,000 hours of flight time 

throughout his life. He became very proficient at 

both air-to-ground and air-to-air photography. He 

was invited in 2008 to join the flight team that 

marked the eightieth anniversary of air mail in the 

United States. He served as photographer and 

progress correspondent, reporting each day's 

progress to the Smithsonian Institution. The three 

plane flight of vintage aircraft, including a restored 

Boeing C-40 that actually flew mail in 1929, flew 

from New York to San Francisco following the 

original route of the mail planes while carrying 

official United States Post Office mail.  

 

George was the museum official Camp Invention 

photographer and will truly be missed by so many 

people who loved him. Our thoughts and prayers 

are with the Perks family.  

 

http://www.twdsc.org/


  

 

A Summer Flight 

by: Annie Orton 

- Museum Volunteer 

- Northwest Chapter of the 99s member 
 

Last summer, the 99s, Women Pilots, had a weeklong convention 

in Bozeman, Montana. This is an International organization, so 

women came from all over the United States and some from other 

countries. Our first president, in 1929, was Amelia Earhart.  I am 

in the Intermountain Chapter which includes the Spokane and 

Coeur d’Alene areas. Several of our members attended from our 

chapter and some drove, some flew as pilots or passengers. Pam 

Bird is also a member of our chapter.  I flew my Piper Cherokee 

by leaving Sandpoint and picking up my co-pilot at Felts Field, 

Spokane. She is 86 and has been a pilot since age 19.  Although 

not a current pilot, she still was very good at reading the aviation 

maps and was a big help. During the convention, she was my 

roommate and has been a member of the 99s for well over 60 

years. I am somewhat new as I have only been a pilot for 4 years 

since age 78.  This was an exciting trip for me because it was my 

first time flying my plane all the way across the Rockies. I chose 

to fly at 7,500 ft altitude and follow I 90 as I always like to have 

emergency landing spots available if needed. Once up in the air, 

all the mountains look alike, so good navigation is important to 

not get lost. I used VORs and GPS plus pilotage by locating 

places below on the map.  Nice to have so many VOR stations to 

use for practice as we have so few here in North Idaho. It was a 

fun trip and the Sunday morning, when we 99s all flew out of 

Bozeman, only women’s voices were heard on the radio! I was 

elected a director, one of 3, for all of the Northwest section. It is 

my job to act as liaison for the states of Montana, Idaho, South 

Dakota and Eastern Washington. Fortunately, much of my job will 

be on the computer with some visits to the various chapters by 

flying my plane.        For additional information on the 99’s, visit 

their website at www.nintey-nines.org  
 

 

 

 

 

IAoI - Inventors  

Association of Idaho 
The Idaho Association of Inventors is a group  

of local men and women who share the 

common interest of innovation, education and 

exploration. The Bonner County Economic 

Development Center, University of Idaho and 

B.A.M.I.C. and the volunteers of the museum 

are all co-sponsors of this group. 

The group typically meets the 1st Tuesday of 

the month. For additional information on the 

group, please visit their website at 

www.inventorsassociationofidaho.com 

 

To be added to the IAOI emailing list, email  

 inventors@birdaviationmuseum.com   

 
Volunteer Opportunity 

 

If you or someone you may know is 

interested in becoming a volunteer at the Bird 

Aviation Museum and Invention Center, 

please email tgr4evr@earthlink.net to get in 

touch with our volunteer coordinator, Paul 

Nowaske.  

 

When you volunteer at the Museum, you 

have the opportunity to meet other volunteers 

from the Sandpoint community as well as 

other aviators, inventors and museum 

enthusiasts. It can be you who can make the 

difference – please come and join our 

amazing volunteer group! 

 

 

Story Submissions 

We are always looking for additions to our 

newsletter, so if you have a story, upcoming 

event, aviation or innovation news - please 

send it to Rachel@birdaviationmuseum.com  

 

THANK YOU! 

http://www.nintey-nines.org/
http://www.inventorsassociationofidaho.com/
mailto:Rachel@birdaviationmuseum.com


  

 
Camp Invention is the only nationally recognized, non-profit elementary 

enrichment program backed by The National Inventors Hall of Fame. 

 

Over the past 40 years, and in partnership with the U.S. Patent and 

Trademark Office, our programs have encouraged nearly two million 

children, teachers, parents, college students and independent inventors to 

explore science, technology and their own innate creativity, 

inventiveness and entrepreneurial spirit. 

 

This year, camp invention is at the Bird Aviation Museum and Invention 

Center, from June 23
rd

 through June 27
th

  and is doing the MORPHED 

program. For registration, please visit www.campinvention.org or call 

800-968-4332.  

 

This is an action packed week of non-stop fun for your children in your 

lives. When they go home, they should sleep well after completing a 

long fun filled day of endless activities. If you would like to volunteer, 

please email Rachel@birdaviationmuseum.com. Thank YOU! 

 
Forrest M. Bird Charter Schools 

Camp Invention 2013! 

The Forrest M. Bird Charter School hosted Camp 
Invention on last year, June 24th-28th.  The kids 
had a blast learning and making new friends with 
approximately 50 kids in attendance.  The 
museum staff brought in the bicycle powered 
generators to operate the blenders so the kids 
could make their own ice cream smoothies!   

 

http://www.campinvention.org/
mailto:Rachel@birdaviationmuseum.com
http://www.campinvention.org/
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Board of Advisors 

Forrest M. Bird, M.D., Sc.D., Ph.D. 
Inventor, Medical Respirator 

Co-Founder, Museum 
 

Pamela Bird, Ph.D. 
Co-Founder, Museum 

CEO, Innovative Product Technologies, Inc. 
 

Loel Fenwick, M.D. 
Inventor of the Birthing Chair 

 
Donald “Don” Kelly 

Examiner at the U.S. Patent & Trademark 
Office (USPTO) 

 
Clay Lacy 

Pioneer in developing air-to-Air cinematic 
techniques. 

50,000 hours+ of flight time  
(Worlds highest time airline transport pilot) 

 
Jean Smith 

Co-Founder of Smith Optics 
 

Richard Sugden, M.D. 
Winner, Jet Division,  

Reno Air Races 
Board Member, National Air & Space 

Museum 
 

Patty Wagstaff 
National Acrobatic Aviation Champion 

Aviators Hall of Fame Inductee 

 

TECHNOLOGY TIDBITS: 

Please visit the updated museum website at www.birdaviationmuseum.com. Online you will find out information about 

fellow volunteers, inventors, a photo gallery as well as information about upcoming events and links to other pages of 

interest. The museum has also joined the social networking site of www.facebook.com To become a friend of the Museum, 

search for Bird Aviation Museum & Invention Center and then click on “join”. 

 

 

………………………………………………. 
Museum Staff 

Rachel Riddle Schwam 
Melissa Wood 

 

Ranch Foreman 
Loren Spielman 

Bird Aviation Museum & Invention Center (BAMIC) 

MEMBERSHIPS & SPONSORSHIPS 

 

      Are you interested in becoming a member of the 

Bird Aviation Museum and Invention Center? If so, 

there are numerous opportunities available for you from 

a general member, to purchasing a bench in memory or 

in honor of a loved one or go as far as platinum level 

membership that would get you name recognition on the 

wall in the entryway to the museum.  

 

You will be giving the gift of education and 

KNOWLEDGE! 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/
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2014 Season Dates  & Upcoming Dates            Summer hours begin on Monday, May 26
th

, 2014 

Museum Hours of Operation: Monday through Friday, 8am to 4pm. 

  If you need to arrange a special group tour or visit, please contact the museum to check on availability as we may be able to  

  accommodate the needs of your group.  This includes café and catering services as well.          

 

Feb. 27th:  Solar Roadways presentation & GE Focus Forward film at the Panida Theater at 7pm in Sandpoint. Admission fee is a   

  suggested $5 donation. This is hosted by the Idaho Conservation League and presented by Scott and Julie Brusaw.  

Mar.  4th:   Inventors Association of Idaho Meeting at 2pm. For additional information on the Inventors Organization and for registration info,     

  For additional information, visit www.inventorsassociationofidaho.org  

Mar. 8th: Quest – Women in Aviation Open House from 2pm – 4pm. For questions, please call Amber Phillips at 208-263-1111. 

Mar. 19h: EAA #1441 Meeting. Potluck begins at 5:30pm. For additional information, visit www.1441.eaachapter.org or contact Jan Lee at      

  208-255-9954. 

Apr. 3rd:  EAA #1441 Accident Case Study Live from 7pm to 9pm. For additional information, visit www.1441.eaachapter.org 

Apr. 16h:  EAA #1441 Meeting. Potluck begins at 5:30pm followed by the presentation at 6:30pm.  

 

 

 

June 8th: Young Eagles Rally in Sandpoint. For details, contact Annie Orton at aol99pilot@gmail.com or 208-290- 3618.  

 

 

*** If you would like to have your special event here at the Museum, contact  

Rachel at 208-255-4321 or Rachel@birdaviationmuseum.com to set up your private gathering*** 

“It only takes one person to change the world… it can be YOU.” 

 

 

Bird Aviation Museum  

& Invention Center 
 

Post Office Box 817 

Sandpoint, Idaho  83864 

 

www.birdaviationmuseum.com 
 

Upcoming Events 

http://www.inventorsassociationofidaho.org/
http://www.1441.eaachapter.org/
mailto:aol99pilot@gmail.com
mailto:Rachel@birdaviationmuseum.com

